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case would probably be the last of its kind. But, before the 
ink with which that jadyment was written was dry, another 
European named Robertson, a Railway servant, laid violent 
hands upon a poor dyd. It was urged in his defence that he 
committed the deed under great provocation, as the deceased 
had made some improper proposals to his sister, and 
he escaped almost scot-free. Had the deceased been a 
European, he would undoubtedly have been hanged. 
Formerly the Hindus frequently offered up animals as sacti- 
fices to gods. Similarly the“ niggers’? are now some- 
times sacrificed by some vious Europeans with impunity. 
Mr. Justice Straight at first did not agree with his 
countrymen and disapproved of these sacrifces, but he, too, 
appears to have changed his opinion lately. The natives are 
as much dissatisfied with his decision in the Robertson case 
as they were satisfied with his decision in the Naini Tal case. 
We are very unfortunate, inasmuch as full justice is not 
done us even by Judges like him. It was urged in extenua- 
tion of the offence of the accused that the deceased had made 
improper overtures to his sister, and that he assaulted the 
deceased in a state of excitement. But it was not satisfactorily 
proved by the counsel for the defence that the deceased had 
made such prcposals to his sister. As regards the second 
plea, it should be observed that the evidence produced in 
court does not show that the deadly assault committed by 
him was the result of sudden excitement. On the contrary, 
it isobvious that he went out from his house in search of 
the deceased, lay in wait for her, and so severely beat her as 
soon as he saw her that she died on the spot. If the deceased 
had really insulted his sister, he should have brought her to 
justice. He was not right in teking the law into his own 
hands. But he was only a Railway servant. Even high 


Kuropean officials do not hesitate to abuse and beat poor 
helpless natives. Mr. Robertson has been sentenced ta 
undergo simple imprisonment for one month and to pars 


fine of Rs. 100! As regards his imprisonment, he will have 
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every comfort provided fur him in the jail and will have respite 


for one month from laborious railway work. A fine of 
ks. 160 is nothing to a Kuropean.. Mr. Justice Straight 
in his speech, delivered at the end of the trial, strongly 
condemned the conduct of the accused and earnestly advised 
Europeans to refrain from assaulting natives; but in the 


end he was so much s‘ruck with pity for the accused that he 


not only inflicted a very light punishment upon bim, but also 
expressed a hope that the Railway authorities would reinstate 
him to his post on his release from the prison. The mountain 
laboured and a mouse was born. We respectfully ask the Hon’ 
ble Judges whether they would have inflicted the same 
punishment upon Mr. Robertson even if he had been a native, 
or whether only the heaven-born Europeans are entitled to 
such indulgence. 


The Akhbdr-i-Am (Lahore) of the 22nd December (re- 
ceived on the 24th idem) states that 
in Lahore a Pathan lately killed his 
wile for misconduct and three other women who assisted her 
in her love intrigues. He has been sentenced to be hanged 
by the Commissioner of Lahore. It is to be regretted that 
the British law recognises no ‘distinction between sach mur- 
ders and ordinary murders. The Pathan’s wife was notorious 
for her bud character. It is said that a lover of hers killed 
her former husband at her instigation and was sentenced to 
transportation for life. The accused, her second husband, repea- 
tedly warned her against her misconduct, but she did not listen 
to him, probably because she was aware that according to the 
British law she could do what she pleased. One day he found 
her and the three other women in question with her lover 
at his o. house and killed them. Tue natives—the Hi indus 
‘Musalinahs; the men and the women — have unani- 
lated that he rightly killed her. The women are 
grieved to hear that ho has been sentenced to capital 3 
ment, and complain that the British law practically encour- 
ages adultery. It-is very gratifyiug to see that the native 
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women have not yet lost their sense of honour. In Europe 
female education has made great progress, and therefore the 
women there generally fully understand their duties. But 
this is not the case with the women here. Under these cir- 
cumstances, we earnestly pray that the Government may take 


the question of the liberty of women here into reconsideration. - 


The Chota Udaipur case shows the necessity for the imposition 
of some restrictions upon the liberty of women more clearly 
than any other case. Chandra Singh is a Rajput prince and 
could not silently bear the misconduct of his wife, The inter- 
ference of the Bombay Government in the case was opposed 
to treaty stipulations. It is a matter of satisfaction that the 
Supreme Government has released the prince and taken the 
Bombay Government to task for its unjust interference. 


The same paper states that there is hardly any native who 
The Hon'ble Sir John will not feel the departure of Sir John 
ne Strachey, the great favourite of Lord 
Lytton, from India to be a great relief. His name sends a 
thrill of horror through our hearts and reminds us of all his 
evil acts from which the country will long continue to suffer. 
What sins had we committed in return for which Provid- 
ence induced the just and kind English nation to senda 
Viceroy like Lord Lytton to oppress us and to appoint Sir 
John Strachey as his adviser, who delighted in throwing the 
affairs of the State into confusion? We did not expect that 
under the benign role of Eugland we would ever get a 
Viceroy who would say one thing and do another and who 
would rule over us with an iron hand. Fortunately at 
the last Parliamentary elections the Liberals were vic- 


torious, and the first act of the new Liberal Government 


was to recall Lord Lytton. Lord Lytton’s favourite min- 


ister, Sir John Strachey, is also about to leave India. He 


introduced the income-tax, aggravated the condition of ‘the 
zamindars, caused a famiue iu the North-Western Provinces. 


(sic.), abolished the cotton import owe for the bento 
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Manchester, spent the revenue of India upon useless objects, 
wrongly appropriated the famine insurance fund for the pay- 
ment of the cost of the unjust Kabul war, and deceived the 
British nation by his false budget. Who will not be delighted 
to hear that he has already gone to Bombay and is about to 
leave for England ? 


The Bhdrat Bandhu (Aligarh) of the 24th December com- 
Native physicians and Plains that native physicians and drag- 
druggists. gists are generally very ignorant men 
and kill thousands of men every year. Every person who is 
unable to earn a livelihood by any other means becomes a 
physician. The writer urges that the Government should fix 
an examination for native physiciads and druggists. 


The Lawrence Gasette (Meerut) of the 2let December 
‘The abolition of the Presa Protests against the proposed abolition 
Commiasiuner’s office. of the Press Commissioner's office. 
The editur remarks that the appointment of Press Commis- 
sioner was no new idea of Lord Lytton’s, but it had been under 
the consideration of Government since the time of Lord 
Lawrence, The supply of trustworthy official information to 
the public by the officer in question prevents all false rumours 
from spreading among the people. He has no connection 
with the Press Act, as is obvious from the fact that his office 
came into existence in April, 1877, while the Press Act was 
passed in 1878. The cost of the office is very small compared 
with the advantages it bestows upon the public. 


The Panjdb Punch (Lahore) of the 21st Deseinher (re- 
The alleged-cruel punish. ceived on the 24th idem) publishes 
. os 8 a long article in verse communicated 
Ajmir. by its Ajmir correspondent. The 


writer states that at the last fair at Pashkar (Ajuir) a boy 
named Hira, who was about seven years of age, stole the 
purse of a shopkeeper. He was arrested and sentenced by 
the Magistrate who tried the case to thirty lashes. by the 
cane. The Magistrate also. ordered that all tho thirty lashes 
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should not be inflicted at once, but at the rate of five lashes s 
day, in order thatthe boy might not die When the boy was 
sent to the prison, the doctor sent for a cane, split it and tied 
it together with silk thread. The flogger gave him five lashes 
on the buttocks with the cane. When he had been whip- 
ped, the doctor sprinkled something over the wounds which 
caused them to blister. On the following day the doctor ordered 
the flogger again to inflict five lashes in such a way that all 
the blisters should be broken. When the order had been 
carried out, the doctor sprinkled the same thing over the 
wounds, which again caused them to blister, This process 
was repeated for six days. Bach day the blisters were 
raised, and on the following day they were broken wich 
the lashes. No man was ever 80 cruelly tortured before 
under British rule. The editor finds fault with the Magis- 
trate who sentenced the boy to such severe punishment and 
with the doctor who carried out the sentence in this way, 


and remarks that the Magistrate should have only fined the 
boy. | 


RAILWAY. 
The Koh-i-Nir of the 25th December states that it is 
The stoppage of the to be deeply regretted that the inter- 


intermediate class carri- : 
ages on the Sindh, Panjab, madiate class carriages will be stopped 


and Delhi Railway. on the Sindb, Panjab, and Delbi Kail- 
way from the Ist January. The stoppage of this class will 
be a source of great inconvenience to the native nobility and 
gentry. The natives, especially when they are accompanied 
by their families, do not travel first or second class, be- 
cause Europeans generally travel in those elasses. The Gov- 


ernment shuuld interfere and ask the Railway authorities 1. 
continue the intermediate class. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Ndr (Lahore) of the 25th 


A fatal incident at Bena- December, writing from Benares, 
res at the lime of the last states that at the time of the last 
moon eclipse, : 
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by the police to manage the pilgrims at four of the principal 
ghdte at Benares were good, but proper arrangements were 
not made at the Gaughdt. Only two constables were placed 
at the mouth of the street which leads to the ghdt, and only 
four at the gidt. Not a single constable was placed in the 
street, nor was it lighted. The result was that fifteen persons 
who lost their footing were trodden’ to death, and many more 
were more or less hurt. When the city inspector heard of 
this sad incident, he appeared on the scene, increased the 
number of constables, and lighted the street. 


The Jdm-t-Jamshed (Moradabad) of the 19th December 

13 (received on the 29th idem) complains 

ae e e <thet when eee een Khem, 
W ble Subordinate Judge of Moradabad, 
went to England on six months’ furlough, Maulvi Anwar-ul- 
Haq, a pleader, raised subscriptions from the pleaders and 
suitors and gave him a feast out of that sum at the time of his 
departure. The editor also complains that when the Maulvi 
was about -to go to England, he prepared a list of all those 
things which he wished to sell and fixed the selling price 
of each thing at double or treble its value. When any 
man came to see him, he showed bim the list and asked 
him to buy some of those things; The visitor, of course, 
bought some things at the offered price in order that he 
might not be displeased. In this way the subordinate native 
officers and other gentlemen had to purchase all his things 
on his own terms. Naw&b Mahammad Haidar Ali Khan, 
the brother of the Nawäb of Rampur, who had a suit in his 
court at the time, bought his carriage and two horses for 
Rs 1,600, although the carriage and the horses were not 
worth so much. (The editor of the Jdm-i-J amshed appears 
to be on bad terms with Maulvi Sami-ullah Khan, and fre- 
quently publishes complaints against him.) 
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